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Colt otters the
black composite
checkered eagle
grips with rampant
Colt trademark

as standard, other
options arg
available from

the Custom Shop.
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wing historical Hgures who ‘f'
favored the longer barrels

on their Colt Peacemakers |

buck in the early history ol M5
the gun, such as Wyatt Earp, .

Theodore Roosevelt, and the US Army, to name just

a few, but most of my images of the 7.5-inch Colt single-actions

came from watching TV as a kid.

My maternal grandfather farmed well into his 705, and didn’t
hiave much time for TV, But | recall as a young kid, when we'd go
to visit during the sumimers, he made it a paint to be in front of
the set at §:00 PM on Saturday nights to watch Gainsmoke, IF we
wele il o ||.Illn.|.|".I'-. us kids would have to sit down and shut U
while Marshal Dillon maintained law and order in Dodge City,
Kansas. with the atd of Chester, Doc, Miss H'.II:.'. and I'I'-.'L|lu'||1'l:.'
that long barreled Calt 45 he carried for the show s 20-year run,

11 black and white, and much later in color, there he was each
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{ NEW COLT SINGLE ACTION ARMY .45COLT \

week facing down Arvo Ojala on Dodge's
-;|1|:nl}' rain street in the upl'uil]H sequence.
Marshal Dillon may not have gotten off the
west shot,

and that was the one that counted. [t never

first shot, but he did get off the

seertied 1o bother him that the extra barrel
length might be slowing him down some
on the draw, he |I|1".-'iI1LI'-i|:|.' knew what he
liked, and he liked what ke lknew,

There’s some dispute about what the
gun actually used on the show was (many
Ry 1l was a stccession of Haowes Western
Marshal single-actions), and at the Buffalo
Bill Museum in Cody, Wyoming, among
several Colts used by other TV Western
actors, theres a 7.5-inch single-action
revolver listed as one used by James Arness
as Matt IDillon on Gunsmoke, documented
by the Colt factory as being a genuine Colt
Peacemaker. 1t's an odd-locking duck up
close with a barrel that looks out of !"'L'LI'
and a gripframe that 've never seen on a
Colt, but it could be a prop gun assembled
from other parts for the show, and as long
as it shot blanks and looked okay on the
small screen, that's all it had to do. In the
hands of the tall Arness, who handled it
very well, whatever long barreled pistal he
did actually use looked VEIY appropriate,

Several u::1||1.|.||.i1'.~. produce serviceable

single-actions, bul il vou want the “real

thing," there's only one place to go...Colt,

Having been the proud owner of one entire
Colt Peacermnaker for nine years now (us
retired cops aren't quite as wealthy as peo

ple think we arel), I'd thought about pick-
ing up another one. That's the bad part of
buying a genuine Peacemaker, it tends to
make vou wanl more, When Colt went
dealer direct and lowered their pricing on
the old Single Action Army, the time had
come. My first Model P, acquired in 1994,
wits a blued 4.75-incher in 45 Colt, and
with visions of Marshal
[nklon in mind 1 decided
my second Model P owas
going lo be a long barrel,
I'he caliber was easy, with
ol

reloading dies and several

three sets of .45
thousiand 45 brass cases
downstairs in the bullet

e a .45 it woild be,

Current Colt
Peacemaker

Cver the last few years

Colt has been busy downsizing, re-orga-
mzing, re-tooling, and concentriting on
military contracts while trying to rebuild
the company alter a series of changes in
||'.-'-'|1L-I'.L-|'|i|" and Anancial structure, The sil
uation appears to be looking up now and

I'm among many who are glad 1o see it

Specifications: Colt Single Action Army

Caliber: 45 Colt, 44-40, 367MAG T L

Current guns still retain the classic
fixed firing pin in the hammer,

Barrel: 4.75, 5.5, 78 inchos
Weight: 40-42 aunces
Cirips: Binck composite
Sights: Blade tront, rear nateh
Features: Single-action, nickal ar biue finiah with color
casshardenod framia, options avallable from Cutsiom Shop
Capacity: G-ghot

Price: 51380

ot e s Bt e e ST

PMC 250 LFP

Black Hills 250 RNFP
Winchestar 250 RNFP

Fedoral 225 SWHP 2-18/16
HAMNDLOWALD
8 UNIGUE 225 NBC SWC I-3/8

Bullet walght and |lasd moeasursed in graing, aceuracy in inckhies Tor Best G-shot groups from bandh at
26 yards, Temporature: 99 dogroes, Humidity: 20 peroent, Elavation: 4500 foat, 7 MPH wind gosis,

B6 GUNS OF THE OLD WEST

Hammer spur

Is graceful and
cleanly chockered Tor
nan-slip cocking.

Colt's website now
shows nine different
variations of the Single
Action Army, including
the 7.5-inch barrels that
haven't been listed for
quite a while. Calibers
are 357 Magnum, 44-40
Winchester, and .45 Colt,
all in blued/caschardened finish. Sights are
fixed, capacity is six (we still load the old
thumb-buster with only five and carry it
with an empty chamber under the ham-
fier ), i I,hu:.-' cormie with black checkered
composite eagle grips. There are other
I|'|'|| il.l‘['l"i I'I‘l-'-l:ilill'!llﬂ"' ds CLSLoIm I:"'l.lﬂ.'r:'i-, .'||HL'I'| il

different calibers, finishes, barrel lengths,
|'||'|‘I.1 c*ngnwiug. Al |;||1r1'l I!I' l.i'i.‘ii,'l]‘l!ri:'lﬂt"l'.l i'
you don't see the custom pistol of your
direams listed, The website 11r'|l1l.-' shows
Blued pistols, but nickel finishes are still
available through the Custom Shop.

The biggest news on these guns are the
new lower price (51380 suggested retail) as
mentioned above, which is an attempt by
Caolt o remove the distributor middleman
and make the pistol more affordable in the
single-action market, and the return to the
older First and Second Ceneration remaov-
able cylinder bushing. Both of these steps
are in direct response to consumer feed
back. Colt has listened and that removable
bushing should delight the purists among
us who just never did quite cotton to the
Third Gen pressed-in bushing, The new
price is also much more affordable than the
nearly $1900 retail the Model P was work-
ing its way up to in recent years.

Also, in case you're a little behind on the
Single Action Army, current pistols have a
rear sight notch. 1 know, it ain't
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period corvect, but Pl tell vou it makes try
ing to et a decent sight picture a bunch
easier und quicker for us older fogies.

Peacemaker Specialists

My first Single Action Army came with
a rough action, and it was eventually sent
off 1o Eddie Janis at Peacemaker Specualists
for some custom work. My new SAA, when
it arrived, had a noticeably better action,
but after vou've seen and felt Eddie’s magic
on a Peacemaker it sorta spoils vou, so ofl
it went w California for Eddie to do anoth-
er top-of-the-line Gunalinger Action Job,
This tirme I didn't have him go quite as far
on the new pistol as he did an my first one;
| stayed with the black eagle grips, and the
front of the cylinder was alrendy beveled in
the older style out of the box (1 found they
do not come standard this way when |
donible-checked, that's an optional service

provided by the Custom Shopl, so those

Author's Colt was given a rust bluing while al
Peacemaker Specialists, which leaves a more
gun-metal-grey finish than factory bluing, The
bevaled cylinder is a Colt Custam Shop option.

----------------------------------------------

were two areas that were lelt as ||'|L"!|-' came,
There’s really nothing wrong with the fac
tory bluing on the Single Action Army, but
[ just happen to prefer the gun-metal-grey
looks of a good rust bluing job, and had
Fddie do that. The only other work done to
the Caolt was cutting the forcing cone to 11
degrees and fire bluing the screws,

You have to experience a Peacermaker
Specialists’ Gunslinger action job  to
understand why it's worth $300. Eddie
tukes each part and “optimizes” it, as he
puts it, which means the insides of the Colt
are hand honed and frted, along with the
appropriate surfaces in the frame where
thise parts engage it. It's not just a trigger
job, it's u time consuming process that
completely goes through the pistol to max
imize performance and reliability. With the
Gunslinger action job, vou get vour choice

- BOND ARMS, INC. =8¢
"¢ . THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS = "{™§
m"f’r www.bondarms.com hﬁ.

P, Flow 1906 # Granhary 1K 78088 « 5175700045

Ricuarp YOUunG
2001 SASS WorLp
CHAMPION
- DERRINGER -

JOSEPH HAMPTON
2002 SASS WorLD CHAMPION
- DERRINGER & OVERALL -

Bop MUNDEN
“THE FASTEST GUN
Who Ever Liven”

“If you are a Cowhboy Action
shoater, man or woman,
wou are poing to love this
derringer. It is very fast and
pagy to uae and budlt for
pxtreme use, The Bond dey-
Finger is clever in design
with excuisite workman-
ghip. | have been shooting
professionally for 47 years. |
have never geen
the likes of
this one.”

Ty used other derrngers
and you ean't, get the
SPEED, RELIABILITY
& LOW RECOIL that
makes shooting the Bond a
WINning

combination.”

"“When vou have a need
frir speed Bond delivers,”
-TEQUILA -

SASS 7073

HASS 118

~3 e
Introducing Wolff Magazines for
Colt 1911 & Commander .45 ACP

This magazine is made of stainless steel and uses
our Walff 11 pound extra power Coll magazine
spring and a traditional stepped llat-lype follower. |
Dlasigned for the serious shooter, we baliave this

7 round magazine for use in 1911 and Commander
series pistols, offers maximum reliability and
performance. Not only tha best choice for hardball
loads, this magazine assures proper feeding with
heavier recoil springs required for hot or heavy
loads, The Wollf logo is on the side so you know
that you have a genuine Wolff magazine and |
genuina Wolff performance. Available with or
without a bumper pad,

Stock No. 32390 with bumper pad..........5 23.89

Stock No. 32391 without bumper pad.....5 22.95
Shipping& handiing nal inclsded.

“Wwolj ...

CUINSPRINGMANKERS
P.O.Box 458, Dept. 383, Newtown Square, PA 19073
US & Canada toll-free: 800-545-0077 Others: 610-3568-0800
\ Order from our Web site & www.gunsprings.com
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Crir oomple catalog is
avallablo on-line. Writa
or call for a copy af Gui
[ ltesl printed calalog
of preciaion gunsprings
far hundreds of plsiols,
fllas and sholguns,
Printed catalag $2 ra-
fundable with firel ordar

Visa, MasterCard &
Discover accepled




| NEW COLT SINGLE ACTION ARMY ASCOLT |

of Peacemaker Specalists’ Light or Extra
Light springs, and Eddie will tailor the
trigger pull to your specifications (within
certain safety boundaries), The Extra Light
springs that he installed in my first SAA
left the hammer so light in cocking that
I'm still amazed 1t actually pops a

primer—I can easily cock it with the tip of

my off hand little finger, but it's never had
a muisfire. Still, just to avoid getting too soft
in my declining vears, I had Edc
Light springs on the new Colt. | can still
cock it with that little fingertip, it just takes
a tiny bit more comph and 1 don't fee
quite so coddled. My new pistol came back
with a 2.5-pound trigger pull, quite nice,
Eddie’s prices are not cheap, but you do
get what vou pay for, If you're considering
one of the best single-actions on the mar-
ket, yvou might as well consider one of the
best gunsmiths specializing in the Caols,
and a 1.:11“11 action job  will '.'||._'I:u.|.||:|.'
lengthen the life of your Peacemaker. Yes,
vorl can do vour own “leld” action job jusi
by shooting a couple thousand rounds

through a new pistol to smooth it up, but if

the timing is off, or the parts aren't well

mated, they Il wear sooner and more, and if

you buy an SAA to shoot a lot you'll proba-
blv end up having some work done eventu
ally anyway, whether you want to or not.
Eddie can do just about anything vou might
like to have done on a new or old Colt, [ rec-
ommend him without reservation. You can
order a catalog from him for $4.

l.nlm Bianchi’s
rontier Gunleather

I've always thought it goes against the
laws of nature to hang a $1300 pistol on a
$50 leather rig. You and 1 aren't the only
ones who remember Gunsmoke—]ohn
Bianchi's Frontier Gunleather builds a very
handsome recreation of the gun belt worn
by Arness in the series. The James Arness
Gunbelt is leather lined and saddle
stitched, using top grain heavyweight sad-
dle leather. It's a Buscadero rig with a
lowride holster that works nicely with a
7.5-inch barrel on both the draw and re-
holster, The sample cartridge belt and hol-
ster sent were a medium brown Saddle Tan
in plain, highly boffed leather, which is
closest to the originals. [Us also available in

stamped and carved versions if you prefer
a little decoration, The Arness Gunbelt in
the p|‘u‘l1u:-. has a billeted front with p|;,||ud
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ie use his |

The very well-crafted limited edition James
Amess Signature Gunbelt from John Bianchi's
Frontier Gunieather is a brick-built reproduc-
tion of tha Matt Dillon rig used on the long
running Sunsmoke TV series,

______________________________________________

brass corner-clipped rectangular buckle, a
“keeper” loop behind the buckle, and 30
cartridge loops. The holster is not steel
lined {as many of the Hollywood holsters
were), it features a hammer spur tab, oval
plated buckle, narrow skirt, and a leg tie-
down thong. The sample cartridge belt and
holster were built for a .45 caliber Colt, but
other calibers and holsters to fit other pris-
tal brands and barrel lengths can be
ordered. Altogether, this is one very fine
rig, and as a collectors’ item, it's serial
numbered and bears a facsimile of James
Arness’ signature underneath the front
tongue billet. The James Arness Gunbelt
sells for 5495, and as a top of the line
Hollywood-style rig with connections to
the longest running TV Western ever, it's
expensive, but quality like this usually 15
[ Don't torget to order the hmited edition
LIS Marshal badge to go with the leather,
by the wayv. A reproduction of the Maftt
Dhillon badge, there'll only be 500 of them,
each one sertally numbered in a presenta-
tion case with a certificate of authenticity
signed by Arness himself for §125,)

0ld West Reproductions

For those who like to carry a Colt in
something a little more authentic to the
late 1800s, Rick Bachman at Old West
Reproductions does some of the finest
recreations of the older styles actually used

i the Old West that you'll find anvwhere.
Rick built me a very nice special order F. A,
Meanea "Cheyenne” style Mexican loop
halster o fit my new Calt, Also a medium
brown, the buckskin-lned holster vses two
loops to accommaodate the longer body
and almost full-length skirt, and displays
an interesting geometric stamping pattern
that's very representative of Meanea's orig
inals, Most of Meanea's work wsed
stamped designs (as opposed to the more
common floral carving of the day) and
some of his patterns were very intricate.
The holster shown is more elaborate than
Rick's standard production Meanea pieces,
and runs a little higher in price.

Cutting, stitching, dyeing, and stamp-
ing are all perfectly executed on this hol-
ster, and Rick goes the extra step of punch-
ing round holes at each end of the loop
cuts in the skirt where the holster body
threads through to reduce the occasional
tendency to tear, The ends of these cuts are
a potential weakness of the old Mexican
loop design, and Rick obviously under-
stands the old rigs very well.

My Old West Reproductions light-
weight but rugged "Meanea” holster will
carry easy on a canvas cartridge belt on
fool, features a squared-off weplug with
drain hole at the bottom that 1 like {and
which isn't easy to bring off right), and
grihs the Colt tight enough to hang onto
the pistol without a hammer thong, just like
the originals. The pricing at $130 18 very
reasonable, and if vou're looking for a high

Oid West Reproductions' special order Meanea
“Cheyenne" style holster is o recreation af a
perod design actually used on the frontier,






